
Little Black,  ALH, FS, 16 years

• Recurrent distended abdomen

• Weight loss

• Straining to urinate

• Third eyelid prolapse

• Midriasis

• Dyspneic

• Chronic cough

• Unremarkable blood work
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DESCRIBE THE RADIOGRAPHIC CHANGES

• ————————

• ————————

• ————————

• ————————



LIST YOUR RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS

• ————————

• ————————

• ————————

• ————————



Little Black,  ALH, FS, 16 years
LIST OF RADIOGRAPHIC DIAGNOSIS

• Increased thoracic volume

• Multiple ribs fractures

• Severely dilated esophagus

• Ventral alveolar pattern



LIST YOUR MOST LIKELY DIFFERENTIAL 
DIAGNOSES

• ————————

• ————————

• ————————

• ————————



IN THE CAT A DILATED ESOPHAGUS IS NOT  
A COMMON CONDITION  



BASED ON THE LITERATURE  
WHICH IS THE MOST LIKELY  
DIFFERENTIAL DIAGNOSIS?



Little Black,  ALH, FS, 16 years

IT COULD BE DYSAUNTONOMIA,  
HOW I CONFIRM MY SUSPICION?





LITTLE BLACK:

POSITIVE PILOCARPINEE AND  BETANEECOL TEST  

FELINE DISAUNTONOMIA  CONFIRMED



LIST YOUR MOST LIKELY DIFFERENTIAL 
DIAGNOSIS

• Dysautonomia

• Suspected underlying 
feline asthma

• The rib fractures are 
likely secondary to the 
chronic cough

• Pneumonia (ventral 
alveolar pattern)



CONCLUSIONS

• This cat that was likely affected by chronic feline asthma, and 
had several differently timed rib fractures, most likely due to the 
chronic cough, developed dysauntonomia 

• The distended esophagus was most likely the cause for the 
pneumonia



CONCLUSIONS

DID YOU GET THE RIGHT DIAGNOSIS?  

IF NO… SEE YOU IN CHINA! 

YOU WILL BE SURPRISE BY HOW MANY PATHOLOGIES CAN 
BE DIAGNOSED BY RADIOGRAPHS!


